Message

From: Holsman, Marianne [Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov]

Sent: 9/30/2020 9:28:40 PM

To: Hladick, Christopher [hladick.christopher@epa.gov]; Pirzadeh, Michelle [Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov]
Subject: FW: FYI ONLY | Pebble Mine/Bristol Bay news clips

In case you haven't already seen this clip. Will also be in the afternoon round up.
?\ﬁ;a AN

Foliow us on Twitter]

Like us on Focebook!

From: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 1:54 PM

To: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <Opalski.Dan@epa.gov>; Baca, Andrew
<Baca.Andrew@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; LaCroix, Matthew <LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov>;
Szelag, Matthew <Szelag.Matthew@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara
<Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Johnson, Patrick <johnson.patrick@epa.gov>; Li, Beverly <Li.Beverly@epa.gov>;
Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Grandinetti, Cami <Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov>; Bennett, Brittany
<bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Brown, Leah <Brown.Leah.Y@epa.gov>; Eisenberg, Mindy <Eisenberg.Mindy@epa.gov>;
Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Godsey, Cindi <Godsey.Cindi@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>;
Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Jensen, Amy A. <jensen.amy@epa.gov>; Johnson, Patrick
<johnson.patrick@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov>;
McCracken, Betsy W. <mccracken.betsy@epa.gov>; Murphy, Stacy <Murphy.Stacy@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Szelag, Matthew
<Szelag.Matthew®@epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; Vaughan, Molly <Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov>;
Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>

Subject: FY!1 ONLY | Pebble Mine/Bristol Bay news clips

Seattle Times: Did Pebble Mine execs lie to Congress about their plans for Alaska project? Cantwell calls for ...
Hal Bernton
Sep. 29, 2020

Washington Democratic Sen. Maria Cantwell on Tuesday called for the Justice Department to investigate whether
Pebble Mine executives have lied to Congress and in documents submitted to the federal government about their plans
for tapping into a massive gold, copper and molybdenum deposit in the Bristol Bay region of southwest Alaska.

The region’s freshwater rivers, streams and lakes support the spawning of the world’s largest sockeye salmon runs,
which hundreds of Washington fishermen head north to Alaska each summer to help harvest. And Cantwell, for years,
has been a critic of the mine and the risks that its development would pose to the salmon resource.

Cantwell’s request for the Justice Department investigation follows the release earlier in September of secretly recorded
conversations of Pebble Mine executives by the Environmental Investigation Agency. These recordings indicate officials
are contemplating a larger and longer mining operation than outlined in their 20-year permit application and that they
have stated in congressional testimony.

In the tapes, Roland Thiessen, chief executive of the project developer, Canadian-based Northern Dynasty Minerals, said
the project could last for another 160 years and eventually double its output. “Once you have something like this in
production, why would you want to stop?” Thiessen said in one of the tape-recorded conversations.
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Cantwell, in a statement released Tuesday, noted that in an October 2019 House Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee hearing, then-Pebble Partnership CEO Tom Collier testified that “Pebble has no current plans, in this
application or in any other way, for expansion.”

Collier, who was secretly recorded boasting about his relationships with politicians, has resigned from his position in the
aftermath of release of the tapes.

Cantwell said the tapes indicate that mine officials may have lied on their permit application, deceived investors, and
“possibly perjured themselves in front of Congress.”

Material from The Washington Post is included in this report.

News Release from Senator Maria Cantwell: Cantwell Calls for Justice Department to Investigate Pebble Mine
Following Revelations in Leaked ...

Senator also says legislation is needed to block Pebble Mine permitting until an investigation is completed

WASHINGTON, DC — U.S. Senator Maria Cantwell (D-WA) today called for a U.S. Department of Justice investigation to
examine discrepancies between what company executives promoting the Pebble Mine in Bristol Bay, Alaska, said in
recently-released tapes and how they characterized the project’s scope and plans in legally-binding documents, as well
as congressional testimony:

“The Pebble Tapes make one thing very clear: the Pebble Limited Partnership will stop at nothing to build their
disastrous mine, even if it means lying on their permit application, deceiving their investors, or possibly perjuring
themselves in front of Congress. The Department of Justice should investigate what is disclosed in these disturbing
Pebble Tapes.

“The science is clear—the Pebble Mine poses a direct threat to the world’s largest sockeye salmon fishery. Yet the
Trump administration has consistently listened to politically connected corporate interests over scientists, so | remain
unconvinced they will not someday greenlight this monstrous project.

“We must do everything we can to protect Bristol Bay salmon and the thousands of American jobs that depend on them.
To that end, | would support legislation that would block Pebble Mine permitting until we can get to the bottom of these
shocking revelations.”

At a House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee hearing in October 2019, Pebble Partnership CEO Tom

Collier testified that “Pebble has no current plans, in this application or in any other way, for expansion.” Permitting
documents Pebble Mine has submitted to the government would allow the mine to operate for 20 years, but what
executives of the company say on the released tapes suggests the company has plans for a mine running for up to 200
years, with a planned expansion of the mine’s capacity after the first 20 years. Additionally, contradictory statements
made by the company in their filings back in 2013 led Cantwell to request an investigation by the Securities and
Exchange Commission {SEC) into whether the company misled investors. A recent New York Times analysis of video and
transcripts of the leaked tapes described inconsistencies between the recordings and the company’s permit application
currently under consideration by the Army Corps of Engineers.

Senator Cantwell has been the leading congressional opponent of the Pebble Mine, which threatens to irreparably
damage hundreds of miles of habitat in the world’s largest sockeye salmon fishery. Every year, 40-60 million salmon
return to the watershed, which supports thousands of fishing and tourism jobs throughout Alaska and the Pacific
Northwest.

She has long fought to protect the Bristol Bay watershed and its important environmental and economic place in the

Pacific Northwest. In January of 2014, she called on the Obama administration to protect Bristol Bay from mining after a
report showed the proposed mine would threaten salmon runs and damage the commercial and recreational fishing
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industry. In July of 2014, Cantwell praised proposed science-based protections for the Bristol Bay watershed. In October
of 2017, Cantwell and other members of the Washington state congressional delegation urged President Trump to listen
to Washington fishermen and businesses before removing protections from Bristol Bay. In May 2018, Cantwell called
on the Trump administration to hold public meetings in Washington state on the proposal and increase transparency for
the permitting process. And in July 2019, Cantwell slammed the Trump administration’s decision to withdraw
protections for Bristol Bay.

Earlier this year she applauded the president’s son for coming out against the mine and supported the Army Corps of
Engineers’ determination that the mine could not move forward with its current proposal.

Suzanne Skadowski

Public Affairs | Social Media

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle

Office: 206-553-2160 Mobile: 206-900-3309

Follow us on Twitter! @EPAnorthwest & @EPAcolumbia
Like us on Facebook! @eparegionl0
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